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A team effort: Manukau RFC’s

massive water savings

Anyone who has been involved in
sport at the grassmots level knows
how essential fundraising is for
clubs. Large water bills only add to
the money pressures,

Az part of our Water Efficlency Stotey,

wie're working i create & blwepad nt B weter
affic ency In sports cubs. We ecently put this
inin practioe by hel plvg the Mandoau Rugby

Pt il Cluks (BAC) slashits monthlywater bl

“This |nitistive is hugely important,® says
Fank Bunce, the cument ol b president {amd
an ex-All Black). “We'renot awealthy clubg
wee' 12 mot in awell-to-do area. Every doll ar we
getls astruggle and has to be stetded as
far as It can go, 50 the savings we make here
can go els ewhere — Hke on jundor members’
wonil frmes o coachding. it's ancther dollarwe
don't have tofind =

I oot i gather informathon about how
mitch waterthe chub was using, we installed a
data logger to its walter meler We then worked
with Litefoot— acharity that helps dubs
become more susEinable and save money by
upgrading their infrastucture — o wndesEnd
thee bestways forthe club to seduce its water
USE.

A nawmteer of com pandes, includl ng
manufacturers Methwven, MacDonald
Iechustel e (Del 2hd £), Caroona and

Mico, donated a varlety of prodiuscts, such

as water-efficlent chowers, taps and tollets.

L aser Grouwp Senvices also donated | absoair
inesta flation through Laser Plumbling.

The results ase Impressive. Bebween July,
wihen the wpgrades began, and Sepiember
2017, water consumption has decreased by
02,200 litres, saving $552 from the dub’s
wiaterhill. A huge posfion of the savings

were due to the upgrades alsofixing the
meafority of the club’s leaks.

W have worked out with th e Energy Effi clency
and Consenation Autho iy (EECA) that for
ewvery dollar saved onwater, at leastelghi
dollars ls saved In heating energy. Mow the
Mianiskau RFC iz hoplng i see a drop in it
enengy bill, too.

By undberstanding where the b grest
apporbund f es to reduce walter use ane, we
hope our bd wepring eventiually el ps ofher
oo iy cluskss that want to be sustinable
ot chon’t knavay wivere to stant.

“Iimagine If everyone InAudiland managed
to reduce thelr water consumption by 50 per
cent like Manukau BAC, then we could defer
ithe need for Awckland® s nest waler sounce,™
says sustainabdlity manager, and awthor of owr
Water Eficlency Strategy, Roseline Kiein.
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